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Named Newsletters dating back decades changed it’s name!
The 1990-1991 Officer Team (see page 2) with Anne Wilfahrt, State Reporter, during orientation and review of team goals, expectations and vision was to upgrade the name of the Minnesota FFA Newsletter to The Rising Sun
It remained through the early years on a web site version of the newsletter to the social media we know of today.  As the officer teams evolved, the blog began, printed newsletters discontinued and special editions from the Association and MN FFA Foundation produced the Convention Summaries highlighting the MN FFA State Convention.

Additional Rising Sun editions from this 25th Anniversary team will be posted in the near future!
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Stars shine over Minnesota

One of the many highlights of the
Minnesota FFA annual convention
and leadership conference is the
naming of Star Farmer and Star
Agribusinessperson. Congratula-
tions to all finalists as well as to our
Minnesota Stars.

Star Farmer finalists were:
Brandon Kunznia, Greenbush; Tom
Kleven, Cook; Michael Buer, Atwa-
ter/Grove City/Cosmos; Corey Mitte-
ness, Benson; Fred Bianchi Jr., New
Ulm; Jason Kosel, Medford; Tim Sul-
livan, Plainview; and Dennis Haiby,
Pelican Rapids, who received the
1990 Minnesota FFA Star Farmer
Award. Dennis, son of Duane and
Carol Haiby, is a 1988 graduate of
Pelican Rapids High School. Mr.
Januszewski, Dennis’ agricultural
educator, noted in an interview with
Agri News, Thursday, May 3rd, that
Dennis had set his goal to become
the State Star Farmer as a ninth

grader. Haiby rents 102 acres of crop
land, which consists of alfalfa, corn
and oats, and has a Holstein herd
and a crossbred beef herd. He is cur-
rently working toward a partnership
with his father, Duane. Haiby’s
involvement at the local level has
included holding chapter offices and
competing in several competitions.
Dennis’ Star Farmer award marks
the first time one of Januszewski’s
students has taken state honors.
Star Agribusinessman final-
ists include: Mike Bergsnev, Green-
bush; Roger Avelsgard, Long
Prairie; Gary Udstuen, Mora;
Angela Nissen, 212-Olivia; Dan
Folkerts, Pipestone; Brent Young,
Faribault; Bryan Merkel, Spring
Valley; and Torrey Westrom, Elbow
Lake. The FFA Star Agribusiness-
man award was presented to Torrey
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Torrey Westrom and Dennis Haiby display their State FFA awards.
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“Two roads diverged in a wood,
and I —
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made
all the difference.”

In his poem, “The Road Not Taken,”
Robert Frost reflects the beauty and
strength achieved by exploring new
paths and viewing change as oppor-
tunity. The Minnesota FFA Associa-
tion newsletter has acquired a new
look and title to better reflect the
innovative attitude, talent, creative-
ness, enthusiasm for the future, and
leadership found within FFA. The
new title, Rising Sun, was created
by chapter leaders in a problem-
solving and brainstorming session
at the 1990 State Leadership Con-
ference for Chapter Leaders. It is
with pride that I present to you, on
behalf of SLCCL participants and
the 1990-1991 State Officer team,
this first edition of our State FFA
newsletter, The Rising Sun.

Anne M. Wilfahrt, State Reporter
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The 1990-1991 MN State Officer Team

President:

Brian Van Zomeren, State President,
will be a sophomore at the Universi-
ty of Minnesota majoring in agricul-
tural engineering. He is the son of
Bernie and Betty Van Zomeren.
Brian’s address is 1323 Maple Drive,
Alexandria, MN 56308. Phone:
612.763.7565

Vice-President:

James Lee, son of Jim and Sharon
Lee, is serving as State Vice-Presi-
dent and will be a sophomore at the
University of Minnesota. Jim is
majoring in agricultural education.
He can be reached at RR 1 Box 236,
Clearwater, MN 55320. Phone:
612.558.6725

Secretary:

Val Luhman, Goodhue FFA, is State
Secretary. The daughter of Nick and
Marilyn Luhman, Val will attend the
University of Minnesota and major
in agricultural education. Her home
address is RR 3 Box 224, Goodhue,
MN 55027. Phone: 612.923.4284

Treasurer:

Jerusha Solt, State Treasurer, is the
daughter of Dale and Kathy Solt.
Jerusha will be attending Worthing-
ton Community College with a major
in agricultural education. Her
address is RR 2 Box 1, Reading, MN
56165. Phone: 507.926.5239

Reporter:

Anne Wilfahrt is your elected State
Reporter. She is the daughter of
Paul and Linda Wilfahrt. Anne will
be a sophomore Mankato State Uni-
versity, majoring in speech commu-
nications and ecology. Anne’s
address is P.O. Box 189, Kimball,
MN 55353. Phone: 612.398.5815

Sentinel:

Christine Kidrowski, Clara City
FFA, the daughter of Larry and
Faye Kidrowski is serving as State
Sentinel. Christine will attend the
University of Minnesota next fall
and pursue majors in agribusiness
and economics. Christine resides at
RR1 Box 152, Clara City, MN
56222. Phone: 612.847.2184

Region I

Region I President, Kristi Neprud, is
the daughter of Erwin and Ruth
Neprud. Her address is Box 66,
Shelly, MN 56581. Phone:
218.886.7875

Region IT

Region II President, Keith Olander,
is the son of Roy and Mary Lou
Olander, and can be contacted at
RR 1 Box 86, Staples, MN 56479.
Phone: 218.924.2632

Region III
Lynn Herman is the Region III Pres-
ident. Lynn is the daughter of Doug

and Dianne Herman. Lynn’s address
is P.O. Box 111, Wendell, MN 56590.
Phone: 218.458.2111.

Region IV

Region IV’s President is Patrick
Mastey, son of John and Betty
Mastey. Patrick resides at 11105
Pine Road Northeast, Foley, MN
56324. Phone: 612.387.2377

Region VI

Tom Seitz, son of Richard and Joyce
Seitz, is the Region VI President.
His address is RR 1 Box 28,
Lafayette, MN 56054. Phone:
507.359.4561

Region VII

Rollie Bauer is Region-VII Presi-
dent. Rollie lives at 9605 Kenyon
Road, Fairbault, MN 55021. Phone:
507.332.7312

Region VIII

The President of Region VIII is
Michael Jetson, son of Harold and
Louise Jetson. Michael’s home
address is RR1 Box 91, Spring
Grove, MN 55974. Phone:
507.498.3270

Coming to you, Regions VII & VIII

The State Officer Team is dedicated
to supporting and serving the needs
and concerns of FFA members and
advisors throughout Minnesota. On
September 10th through the 14th,
state officers will be traveling to
Regions VII and VIII to tour busi-
ness and educational institutions.
Once called the “Goodwill
Tours,” the State Association now
refers to them as Business, Industry
and Education tours. It is important

for all to discuss the challenges fac-
ing FFA and the agricultural com-
munity. These visits offer an oppor-
tunity for state officers to meet with
fellow FFA members, school offi-
cials, business and industry repre-
sentatives, foundation donors, and
community members, and to listen
to their concerns as well as promote
excellence in agricultural education. -
The visits are approximately one
hour in length. To make this time as

productive as possible, plan ahead
for the visit. Make necessary meet-
ing arrangements with those you
wish the state officers to talk with,
and be prepared with your own
questions for the team. They truly
are enthusiastic about the purpose
of the visits and the results they will
stimulate. Regions VII and VIII are
reminded that the chapter visitation
form is to be returned to the state
office within five days of receipt.
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Convention
exemplified

excellence

More than 2,500 FFA members
attended the 61st annual FFA Con-
vention and Leadership Conference.
The theme, “Lighting the Torch of
Excellence,” was exemplified
throughout the convention’s activi-
ties. Along with intense competition
among FFA contestants, an impres-
sive list of award winners, and work-
shops covering varied interests, were
the convention’s featured speakers.

Those who shared with us their
experience and advice were: Casey
Isom, the National FFA Vice-Presi-
dent from the Western Region;
Vaughn Sinclair, general manager of
the Watonwan Farm Service Co. in
St. James; Henry Quade, director of
Mankato State University’s Water
Resource Center; David C. Thomas,
president and chief executive officer
of the American Institute of Cooper-
ation; Gerald Hagaman, the 1990
Finance Chairman of the Minnesota
FFA Foundation; Eugene Allen, vice
president for the Institute of Agri-
culture, Forestry, and Home Eco-
nomics, and board member of Agri-
culture and the National Academy of
Sciences; Catrina Huynh of Bloom-
ington, a national and state 4-H
ambassador; Katie Scott, reigning
princess Kay of the Milky Way; and
Jackie Pflug, a motivational speaker.
The convention was also visited by
Wisconsin Association State Offi-
cers, Heidi Jansen and Cindy Har-
beck.

Thank you

The 1990-1991 state officers wish to
convey their gratitude for the efforts
put forth by the 1989-1990 state
officer team. The dedication of those
men and women has improved the
Association and its members and is
appreciated. Thanks to Jon Brekke,
Roger Reinert, Allen Schoenfeld,
Jeremy Freking, Mike Busch, and
Cindy Yerbich, as well as the region-
al presidents.

State Convention Results

Creed Speaking Mike Stegeman Heron Lake--HLOL

[Extemporaneous Speaking Sarah Colbenson Rushford

Public Speaking Gus Mellgren Long Prairie

Parliamentary Procedure Willmar
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|Agribusiness Sales John Bhend Leroy-Ostrander

Agricultural Mechanics Leroy-Ostrander Chad Bunne Leroy-Ostrander

Crops Greenbush Kurt Stenburg Greenbush

Dairy Cattle Rushford Jason Lang Glencoe-

Hutchinson

Dairy Foods Rushford Michelle Kopperud  Rushford

Dairy Showmanship Dan Herd Glencoe

Farm Management HLOL Chris Rademacher HLOL

[Fish and Wildlife New London-Spicer ~ Kris Skare New London-
Spicer

Floriculture HLOL-Heron Lake  Carolyn Rossow HLOL-Heron Lake

Forestry Royalton Rick Zabinsky Royalton

General Livestock Pipestone Karen Rentschler Pipestone

| Job Interview Chad Bussye Tracy

(Meats Pipestone Mark Jacobson Lake Park-
Audubon

Nursery HLOL Krista Salentiny HLOL

Poultry Windom Chris Hein Windom

Soils NYA John Gruenhagen NYA

Talent Julie Johnson Climax

Computers in Ag James Kruize West Central

BOAC Willmar

Safety New Ulm

Superior Chapter Willmar

Bringing out the
excellence in you
through FFA

Members of the National FFA staff
who have been counselors for the
Washington Conference Program
are coming to the Willmar Holiday
Inn on September 22nd and 23rd to
present the “Made for Excellence
Conference.” This weekend is
intended to focus on, and develop
further, the excellence in you. It dis-
cusses concepts of decision making,
communicating and confidence
building. It offers assistance in
exploring your personality traits
and helps you develop a plan of
action for future successes.

Be at the Willmar Holiday Inn
on September 22-23 to take advan-
tage of this conference and share
some of your excellence with us. Ask ~
your advisor for registration materi-
al, or contact the state office.

Srp travels to
Japan with FFA

Lance A. Srp, Austin FFA chapter,
will represent the United States
through the FFA exchange program
with Japan. His achievements have
proven him a responsible and ambi-
tious young leader. The Board of
Directors, Minnesota FFA
Foundation, is proud to award Lance
a grant of $100 to assist with travel
expenses. Lance helps run his fami-
ly’s three hundred acre farm with
his father, Alan, and uncle, Carl.

Some of Lance’s past successes
include attending WCP, earning a
sales achievement award for a chap-
ter fund-raiser, and chapter vice-
president. International understand-
ing of agriculture is cardinal. Quali-
ty leaders such as Lance taking
advantage of FFA exchange pro-
grams illuminates both our organi-
zation and its people.
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Current Ag
concerns

Central Region Vice-President, Bill
Hendricksen, Iowa, expressed in the
1990 June-July issue of New Hori-
zons his concern with the problems
facing agriculture; “Groundwater,
food safety, animal rights, agricul-
tural subsidies, trade barriers, gov-
ernment regulation, wetland classifi-
cation, biotechnology, growth hor-
mones — the list could go on forev-
er.” As FFA members, tomorrow’s
agricultural leaders, it is increasing-
ly important that we educate our-
selves, differentiate the facts from
the fiction, and take an active part
in seeking solutions at the individu-
al, community, national, and inter-
national level.

According to the spring 1990
issue of Update magazine, four
mainline current agricultural con-
cerns can be categorized as concen-
tration, food quality and safety, the
environment, and animal welfare.

This is a time termed the
“Age of Instant Gratification”

Concentration, meaning greater
control of an industry by a smaller
number of firms, will affect pricing
systems and increase vertical inte-
gration. The larger firm would have
greater ability to utilize new tech-
nology, decreasing the comparable
efficiency of old techniques. The
result may be that the smaller-sized
operation would have to lower pro-
duction costs to survive. This may
have an adverse effect on many
smaller communities and business-
es. Prime examples of concentration
are the poultry industry, grain mer-
chandising, machinery manufactur-
ers, processors of livestock, and
some areas of production agricul-
ture.

For food quality and safety to be
one of the four major concerns, two
things must be true. First, the con-
sumer must be concerned and sec-
ondly, he and/or she must have the
ability to detect that which is unde-
sirable in food. The concern for food

safety is incident-driven and the age
of information has raised everyone’s
awareness level. The result is
increased shock value per incident.
This age is also termed as the “Age
of Instant Gratification” — con-
sumers want convenient products
that are wholesome and healthy and
they want them now. Producers are
held directly responsible for the safe-
ty of the food.

A concern with air and water
will increase regulations on agricul-
tural production — what can be
used and amount of it. The result of
these environmental concerns may
result in price increases. Pressure is
on the agricultural sector to take
action. If it does not, manufacturers
and out-of-agriculture agencies will

be forthcoming in making crucial
decisions. This possibility is one of
the many reasons for the FFA’s
emphasis on leadership and commu-
nication skills. It is our desire to
make well-educated, purposeful deci-
sions important to the agricultural
sector.

A theme of cooperative action is
strengthening within the FFA
and other youth organizations

Animal welfare is the fourth con-
cern listed by Update. Again, the
result of many animal welfare
debates may result in increased pro-
duction prices. Any system which is
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Name

Operation S.A\VE. -

The Farmer magazine is asking innovative farmers of all ages to send in ideas
that can save resources and protect the environment economically. Called,
“Operation S.A.V.E.” (Sustainable Agriculture that is Voluntary and Economical),
the project consists of a series of articles on topics ranging from efficient nitrogen
management to safe well-head design to chemical rate trimming, that can protect
farmers and water quality while saving money.

The Farmer will publish the best of the contributed ideas, giving agriculturalists
statewide a chance to share them. Those whose ideas are published in a column to
be called “Best of S.A.V.E.” will receive twenty-five dollars as a reward.

Addres

City.

State Zip.

Enterprise

Phone,

S.AVE. Tip

Mail your tip to:

Farmer Magazine
Operation S.A.VE.
7900 International Drive
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55425





