
Farming for All Seasons
Children should learn about the four seasons.  Illustrate and discuss how life on a farm changes from one season to the next. Highlight planting, growing, and harvesting seasons.  Also note which season animals need an increased amount of care.   
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You will need: 
Paper plates

Crayons

Hole punch

Ribbon

 

How to:  
1. Talk with group of children about how life of the farm changes from season to season.  

2. Specifically discuss plant growth and harvest, caring for livestock, and duties of the farmer.  

3. Provide each child with a paper plate and crayons or colored pencils. 

4. Draw 2 lines dividing the plate into 4 equal sections.

5. Write the words spring, summer, fall, and winter on the top of each section.  

6. Draw and color a mini scene for each season in the appropriate quadrant.  

7. On the back of the plate draw a farm scene illustrating your favorite season, animal, or farm activity.

8. Punch a hole at the top of the plate. 

9. Tie a ribbon through the hole forming a hanger.

Suggested Books[image: image2.jpg]
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:

The Year at Maple Hill Farm by Alice and Martin Provensen

[image: image4.emf]Harvest Years by Cris Peterson

Moo Mask
Provide children with an opportunity to learn about dairy cows.  
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You will need: 

What’s For Lunch? Milk by Claire Llewellyn 
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3 large paper plates

Crayons, colored pencils and/or markers

Any color construction paper

Stapler
String
 

How to:  
1. Read What’s for Lunch? Milk to a group of children.

2. The first plate will be the cow’s mouth/body.  Draw a mouth and spots on the plate.

3. Cut a large circle out of the second plate.

4. Color spots and cut out two eye holes on the second plate.

5. Use the third plate for the ears by cutting the plate first in half; then in quarters; and finally in eighths.

6. Using two pieces from the third plate, color and staple to the top of the second plate.

7. Create an ear tag from a piece of construction paper and use the child’s birth date for the numbers.  For example, 742 means July 24th.

8. Finally, staple a string to the sides of the mask so the child can wear his or her mask.
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Suggested Books:


 Animals on the Farm by Raintree Publishing

My Trip to the Farm   by Mercer Mayer

What’s for Lunch? Milk   by Claire Llewellyn
Paper Plate Cow
It’s a good thing cows have 4 stomachs, because they spend almost 7 hours a day eating.  Cows eat about 100 pounds of feed or grass and drink about 35 gallons of water a day.  Teach children these fun facts while making a cow plate.  

You will need: 
large white paper plate
small white paper plate
black construction paper
pink construction paper
black marker
glue
hole punch
white or black pipe cleaner or yarn
 

How to:  
1. Flip both plates upside-down.  Glue small plate near the bottom of the large plate.

2. Cut black spots from construction paper.  Glue on cow.

3. Cut large oval from pink construction paper.  Glue on small plate (see picture for placement).  Use black marker to make eyes, nose, and mouth.

4. Cut small ovals (you may also trace your thumb) from black and pink construction paper.  Glue behind small plate as ears.

5. Punch hole at top of large plate.  Thread pipe cleaner or yarn through to make a tail.  You may also use the tale to hang and display your cow.


Resource:

www.busybeekidcrafts.com


Paper Plate Pig
Pigs are very interesting animals.  They are actually very smart.  A female pig, called a sow, has 7 to 12 piglets in a litter and each piglet will double its weight in one week.  Did you ever wonder why pigs lay in the mud?  Pigs do not sweat and regularly go for a swim in water or even mud to stay cool.   
You will need: 

1 extra large pink (or white) dinner size paper plate

1 dessert size pink (or white) paper plate

Pink and black construction paper

Markers

Stapler 

1 cotton ball

Pink ribbon
Your favorite animal book
 

How to:  
1. Read a book about farm animals to a group of children.

2. If using white plates, color the backside of the small plate and the front side of the large plate pink. The small plate will be the pig’s head and the large plate, its body.

3. Have the children staple the pig’s head to the lower middle of the extra large plate. 

4. Cut out two triangles for ears; glue them to the pig’s head.
5. Cut out two squares for feet; staple them to the bottom of the pig’s body.

6. Cut out eyes and a mouth from black construction paper and glue to the pig’s head or have the children draw eyes and a mouth.

7. Using a pink marker, color the top of a cotton ball and glue to pig’s head for a snout.  Optional: Using a black marker, color two dots on the snout for a more finished look.

8. Using a pink ribbon for a tail, curl it by sliding it along a scissor blade. Then the tail should be stapled to the back of the pig’s body.
Suggested Books:

Down on the Farm Pigs by Hannah Ray 

Animals on the Farm by Raintree Publishing

My Trip to the Farm by Mercer Mayer

Thankful Turkey
Provide children with an opportunity to learn about turkey production in Minnesota. Minnesota ranks #1 in turkey production.
You will need: 
red, orange, yellow, and brown finger paint

markers

paper plates (2)

wet wipes (for clean-up)

 

How to:  
1. Squeeze a bit of each color of paint onto one paper plate (keep colors separate).

2. Place index finger in red paint.

3. Make an arch around the middle of the paper plate, forming the top of the turkey’s tail.

4. Wipe finger off and place in orange paint.

5. Make a second arch underneath the red.

6. Repeat using the yellow.

7. Use your thumb to make a brown print in the middle for the turkey’s head.

8. Use a black marker to add feet, a beak, and eyes.

9. Write things that you are thankful for around the turkey.
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Tortilla Tasting 

Learning Goals: Identify uses for grain products in our food.  Learn about the process of producing bread for our country. 

Introduction

Grains are one of the basic food groups and can be consumed in a number of tasty ways.   

Materials:

*Corn tortillas

*Salsa

*Cheese
*Lunch meat such as ham or turkey

*Paper plates

*Napkins
*Knife

*Unshucked ear of corn
*The Tortilla Factory by Gary Paulsen  (Corn is Maize by Aliki may be substituted)
How to:

1. Ask children what corn is used to produce.  Show children an ear of corn pointing out the silks, outer leaves, and shuck to reveal the kernels of the ear.  

2. Introduce the concept that corn is used to make many breads including tortillas.

3. Read the book The Tortilla Factory by Gary Paulsen to the group.  Take time to growing corn, harvesting, and bread making.  

4. Ask children if they have eaten a tortilla.  Discuss how tortillas can be prepared. 

5. Provide students an opportunity to eat a tortilla covered topped with salsa and cheese folded in half.

6. Prepare a second tortilla with a slice of ham or turkey and cheese.  Roll the tortilla up and slice off spirals for each child to sample.  

Suggestions for the classroom

Use the book Bread Comes to Life
 by George Levenson and make 
sandwiches with a variety of breads.  


Practice fraction concepts by 
cutting tortilla in halves, thirds, 
and fourths.  

Many toppings may be used 
for the tortilla tasting.  Adding cream 
cheese, a slice of meat to the top of 
a tortilla, rolling it, and slicing into 
rings is a great sandwich idea. 

Using soft flour tortilla and 
discussing the process of making 
wheat flour is a good extension.  
Tortilla chips may also be 
substituted for soft tortillas.  
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Web sites:


http://users.california.com/~orchid/tortilla/c5.htm


�HYPERLINK "http://www.texascooking.com/features/may98corntortillas.htm"�http://www.texascooking.com/features/may98corntortillas.htm�
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