
Nursery/Landscape Technology Career Development Event Revised 7/2023

1. This COE shall consist of four (forty-five minute) rotations having a total score of 860 points.

A. Problem Solving
B. Exam
C. Plant Equipment/Pest Identification
D. Practicums (2)

Total 

100 points 
300 points 
350 points 
100 points 
850 points 

Split time with exam and practicums 
45 minutes (50 questions @ 6 pts each) 
45 minutes (50 samples @ 7 pts each) 
45 minutes 

A. Problem Solving (100 points): 10-20 multiple-choice questions dealing with a given
scenario at 5-10 points per question. No more than two questions will be from any of the
following areas. Not all areas will be used each year.

• Plant disorders and pest treatments
• Landscape design or plant selection
• Retail Pricing given wholesale information
• Nursery plant production schedule
• Determine equipment specifications, demonstrate pre-check operations.

• Lawn care procedures and equipment operation.

• Chemical handling procedures, e .. g., fertilizer or pesticide equipment calibration and application.

• Preparing service receipts.

• Plant material quality assessment.

• Pruning maintenance.

• Safety practices.

Questions may use bare root, container grown, balled and burlapped nursery stock or landscape plans. 

One or two Judging Classes (50 points each) could be used instead of problem solving questions. 

B. Information and Skills Exam (300 points): 50 objective type questions and specimens for
analysis will be selected from the following areas: (6 points/question)

1. Nursery, landscape, gardening industry
2. Plant science
3. Soils & fertilization
4. Plant propagation
5. Landscape design
6. Plant materials
7. Nursery practices
8. Landscape practices
9. Turf & grounds maintenance

C. Plant/Equipment/Pest Identification (350 points): Composed of 50 specimens and/or samples
selected from the following areas: (each specimen valued at 7 points}:

II. Equipment/Pest ID (10 specimens)
1. Equipment and Supplies
2. Beneficial Insects
3. Pests
4. Plant Diseases
5. Physiological Problems

6. Weeds

I. Plant ID (40 specimens)
1. Annuals
2. Deciduous Shrubs
3. Deciduous Trees
4. Evergreen Shrubs
5. Evergreen Trees
6. Other plants-Bulbs, Grasses & Vines
7. Perennials
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Nursery/Landscape Plant Identification 
Use top portion of the back side of scantron 

1. Annuals 3. Deciduous Trees (continued)
Begonia (wax/fiberous) {Begonia x semperflorens) 322 

Coleus (Coleus spp.) 323 

Dusty Miller (Senecio cineraria) 324 

Garden Verbena (Vetbena x hybrids) 325 

Gerbera Daisy (Gerbera spp.) 326 

Impatiens (Impatiens wallerana ) 327 

Marigold (Tagetes spp.) 328 

Ornamental Kale (Brassies oleracea) 329 

River Birch (Betula nigra)
Servicebell)' (Amelanchier x grandiflora)
Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum)
Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum)
Swamp While Oak (Quen:us bicolor)
Thomless Honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos)
Weeping Willow (Salix alba)
White Oak (Quen:us alba) 

Pansy (Viola x wittrockiana)}
Petunia (Petunia x hybrids) 4, Evergreen shrubs 
Snapdragon (Antirrllinum majus} 401 Arborvitae (Thuje occidentalis) 
Sweet Alyssum (Lobularia maritime) 402 Juniper (Juniperus spp.) 
Zonal Geranium (Pelargonium spp.) 403 Mugo Pine (Pinus mugo) 

404 Rhododendron ( Rhododendron spp.) 

405 Yew (Taxus spp.) 

5. Evergreen trees
421 Austrian Pine (Pinus nigra)

422 Balsam Fir (Abies balsamea)

423 Black Hills Spruce (Picea glauca densata)

424 Colorado Spruce (Picea pungens)
425 Eastern While Pine (Plnus strobus)
426 Red Pine (Pinus resinosa)
427 Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris)

428 While Fir (Abies concolor)

6. Other Plants- Bulbs, Grasses, & Vines

441 Boston Ivy (Parthenocissus tricuspidata) 

442 Clematis (Clematis spp.) 

443 Crocuses (Crocus spp.) 
444 Daffodil (Narcissus spp.) 

445 Dropmore Honeysuckle (Lonicera x brownii} 
446 Feather Reed Grass Ca/amegrostis x acutiflora) 
447 Fescue (Festuca spp, and cv.} 

448 Kentucky Bluegrass (Poa pratensis cv.) 

449 Prairie Dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis) 
450 Switchgrass (Panicum vi,ginicum) 

451 Tulip (Tulipa spp.} 

7. Perennials

501 Aslilbe (Astifbe spp.)
502 Iris (Iris spp.)
503 Black Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia fulgida)

504 Columbine (Aquilegia spp.)

505 Coral Bells (Heuchera spp.)
506 Daylily (Hemerocallis spp.)

507 Gaillardia (Gaillardia grandif/ora)

508 Garden Mum (Chrysanthemum spp.)
509 Hosta (Hosts spp.)

510 Liatris (Liatris spicata)

511 Pachysandra (Pachysandra te""inalis) 
512 Peony (Paeonia spp.)

513 Purple Coneflower (Echinacaa purpurea)

514 Sedum (Sedum spurium)

2. Deciduous Shrubs
American Highbush Cranbell)' (Viburnum triobum 
Amur Maple (Acer ginnafa)
Annabelle Hydrangea (Hydrangea atborescens) 
Azalea (Rhododendron spp)
Common Lilac(Syringa vulgaris)
Common Ninebark (Physocarpus opu/ifofius) 
Dwarf Bush Honeysuckle (Diervilla lonicere) 
Dwarf Korean Lilac (Syringe meyeri'Palibin1 
Forsythia ( Forsythia spp.)
Fragrant Sumac (Rhus aromatics)
Honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.)
Japanese Barbell)' (Barberis thunbe,gii) 
Nannybell)' Viburnum (Viburnum lentago} 
PeeGee Hydrangea (Hydrangea paniculats} 
Peking Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster acutifolius ) 
Red Twigged Dogwood (Comus sericea)
Rose (Rosa spp.}
Spirea (Spiraea spp.)
Weigela (Weigela florida)
Winged Euonymus (Euonymus alatus)

3. Deciduous Trees
American Elm (U/mus americana)
Ash (Fraxinus spp)
Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa)
European Mountain Ash (Sorbus aucupaia} 
Flowering Crabapple (Ma/us species)
Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba)
Hackbell)' ( Ce/tis occidentalis)
Hawthom (Crataegus spp.)
Japanese Tree Lilac (Syringe reticulate) 
Kentucky Coffee Tree {Gymnocladus dioica) 
Linden (Tilia spp.)
Northern Pin Oak (Quen:us ellipsoidalis} 
Norway Maple (Acer platanoides)
Paper Birch (Batu/a papyrifera)
Quaking Aspen (Populus tremuloides)
Redbud (Cercis canadensis)
Red Maple (Acer rubrum)
Red Oak (Quen:us rubra} 515 Shasta Daisy (Leucanthemum x supetbum)

516 Wintercreeper Euonymus (Euonymus fortunei)
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