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More Than Just a Blue Jacket
By: Peg Zenk, 1981-1982
Minnesota FFA Secretary

As a state officer, I have spent a great deal of time traveling this past year, and even a
greater amount of time in official dress. Donning my blue jacket soon became a
mechanical motion as I would set off for a meeting or banquet. But one day, when I
was standing in grocery store, 2 man came up to me and said, “T used to see young
people wearing jackets like this when I lived in Boston.” I smiled and told him that
the FFFA was a national organization with nearly half a million members across the
United States. Then, rather innocently, he hit me with the $50,000 question; “What
does it mean to wear a jacket like this?” The mere simplicity of his question caught
me off-guard, and mn a somewhat stumbling manner I began to explain to him that the
FFA was an organization of students in agriculture. I told him that the primary aim of
the FFA for the last 50 years has been to develop leadership, cooperation and
citizenship in its members, and I explained all the activities available to the members.
Finally I concluded, '

“T'o me Sir, this jacket represents the highest ideals that America has for its youth, and
most tmportantly, it represents an organization whose members not only develop faith in
themselves and in their own abilities, but faith in their country.”

Even now as I zip up my FFA jacket, I think back to the man in the grocery store,
feeling somewhat guilty for what he made me realize; that our FFA jacket is respected
by others, and that we, as members should respect it and wear it with pride.




